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Areferendumwhich could
lead tothe serapping of Fylde
Council's cabinet system, al-
lowingall councillors to have
asayindecisionsaffecting the
borough, could be set to get

the go ahead.

It comes after more than
4,000 peaple in the borough
signed a petition challenging
the current model, which al-
lows decisions Lo be taken by
asmall cabinet of councillors.

In February, members of
the Fylde Civic Awareness
Group (FCAG) held a semi-
nar in St Annes to investigate
changetothe current system,
which they believe is undem-
ocratie, putting power in the
hands oftoo few people.

The group hoped to gain
signatures from Hve per cent
ofvoters from within the bor-
ough of Fylde - around 3,070
people-togo from thecabinet
system ofseven portfolio hold-
ers to the commitiee system,
allowing all councillors a say
in decision-making.

On Tuesday the FCAG de-
livered more than 4,000signa-
tures to the Town Hall.

If all signatures are rec-
ognised by Fylde's returning
officer, it will trigger an au-
tomatic and binding refer-
endum, most probably at the
May 2o14 European Elections.

The group hopes to time
the referendum vote with the
elections to reduce costs for
the council. :

FCAGvice-chairman.John
Bainbridge, said: "Welistened
Lo concerns about the cost of
astand-alonereferendumand
rearranged ourscheduletoco-
incidewiththe European elec-
Lions next May.

Irrespective of Fylde's ac-
counting arrangements, the
cost of this governance refer-
endum need only be marginal,
becauseall thevoting arrange-
ments will have to be in place
for the European Elections.”

It is understood that up to
A0 councils across the coun-
try are considering changing
back to committees.

A dozen have already de-
cided to do so including Har-
tiepool, Reading, Brighton
and Hove, as well as Cam-
bridgeshire and Nottingham-
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CALL FOR CHANGE Fylde Civic Awareness Group chairman Jon Harrison with the petition

achange
will deliver
more open
governance’

shire County Councils and
Kingston-upon-Thames, Sul-
ton,and Barnetinthe London
ared.

Chairman of the FCAG
group, Jon Harrison, add-
ed: “We have always be-
lieved the change would

deliver more open and
demoeratic governance
with decision-making by a
majority of councillors in full
council.

“Mot by a group of just sev-
encouncillorsactingasacabi-
net.”

Cabinet
vote ‘will
cost tax
payers’

As the Fylde Civic Aware-
ness Group delivered the
petition to Town Hall, Fyl-
de Council’s leader raised
concerns aboul the extra
cost of a referendum vote
to the borough.

Coun David Eaves said
anyone backing the com-
mittee system should do
so at the 2015 elections -
rather than a “costly” ref-
erendum.

He added: “This has
been championed by a
particular group of indi-
viduals. The petition has
been collected overalarge
number of months.

“Clearly the 4,000
signalures have Lo be
checked, to see if they are
legible and from voters
in the borough. It's not
something 1 support. It's
a shame this referendum
isgoing to be forced on the
majority of the council's
78,000 residents.

“It will come at a cost. |
imagine theorganisersare
targeting the May 2014 Eu-
ropean elections.”
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