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Independent councillor for Cliftonward on Fylde Council

Bring back committees
to make local decisions

ve been an Independ-
ent Fylde councillor
for Lwo years now.

I stood for election
because of Fylde's
decision to zell Melton
Grove, a housing estate for
the elderly in Lytham, toa
private developer instead of
toaregistered social land-
lord, and also because of the
way the decision was made.

Mow that | have seen from
within how Fylde Council op-
erates, | have a better
understanding of how this
happened.

Al the zon local elections,
26 of the 51 elected council-
lors were Conservative.

However, Fylde Coun-
cil has a leader and cabinet
system of governance, so
even with this slim majority,
all day-to-day decisions are
taken by the Conservative
leader and the six Conserva-
tive councillors that make up
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‘Theb
anyone cando
isaskcabinetto
reconsider’
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hiscabinet,

Yes, their decisions can be
challenged, but the best any-
one cando is to ask cabinet to
reconsider its decision.

I hawve yet o see any chal-
lenge being successiul.

The majority of the coun-
cillors, Conservatives in-
cluded, have little sayin the
decision-making process.

Fylde operated under a
committee system until a few
years ago, when Westminster
told us we had tochange.

Westminster has now
accepted they were wrong

to force this change on all
eouncils and are allowing us
the choice of going back to
the tried and tested way of
working.

Fylde Civic Awareness
Groupis petitioning fora
referendum on our system of
governance,

I you live in Fylde, you can
sign this petition and allow
the councillor you elected to
dotheirjob,

Meedless to say, the rul-
ing powers at Fylde are not
happy about this.

They will tell you the
committee system is more
expensive, despite the fact
that central Government's
impact assessment says oth-
erwise, and they will tell you
it won't work, even though
it worked perfectly well for
Many years.

The case for changeis
laid out on FCAGs website at
www. fylde, biz.
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EIG DEBATE Fylda Civic Awaraness Group mesting at the Glendower Hotel, 5t Annes

Consider the

Formal rules suppress

cut and thrust of debate

Have you ever come to.a meet-
ing of Fylde's full Council?
Fifty one councillors,
made up of Conservatives, In-
dependents, Liberal Demo-
crats and Ratepayers, some of
whom want to have their say
on whatever is being debated.
I'm not suggesting that
you come along for a night
out, but is there a chance that
you could find it interesting
- the cut and thrust of politi-
cal debate, opinions being ex-
changed and friendly banter
flowing to and fro?
Unfortunately not - it's all
very formal and stale most of

the time, so | wouldn't both-
er if | were you, unless there's
something on the agenda that
really interests you,

The rules of debate for full
council meetings at Fylde have
been built up over a number
of years.

Mozt of them make sense,
in isolation, but collectively
they result in pretty much the
same kind of debate as you'd
seein the House of Commons,
although perhaps with fewer
councillors actually falling
asleep.

Fylde Council is not the
House of Commons, despite

what one or two councillors
would wish, sothereisnoneed
forthe rules to be the same.
We should be able to come
upwithasetofrulesthat allow
the debate to be controlled,
but at the same time a little
less formal than at present.
I'm not suggesting that we
should change therulesjust so
that people will come along to
watch, or 50 that the webcast
will get more hitson You Tube,
but come on, if the meetings
werea bit more interesting, at
least we might get a hit more
involvement from the peaple
we are all there to represent.

job yourself

A friend recently asked me
which level of government |
thought had the biggest influ-
ence on people’s lives =" West-
minster, Lancashire County
Council, Fylde Council, or his
parish counecil.

After a long discussion
about who was responsible
forwhich taxes and services,
we agreed that the answer de-
pendsonwhat you have, how
you live and what you want.

It wasn't until afterwards
theright answer came tome -
the question was wrong.

It left out the single most
important influence.

It left out you. You are the
onewhocan tell yourcouncil-

lor or your MP exactly what
you think.

You are the one who
knows exactly how decisions
made by politicians affect
you, and who decides who
you want to represent you at
each level.

Mext time your elected
representative isn't repre-
senting you, tell them.

Most importantly, next
time you are asked tochoose
who should represent you
at any level of government,
take the time to find out as
miuch asyou canabout those
asking foryour vote. If there’s
nobody you like, consider do-
ing thejob yourself,



